Wednesday, December 2, 2020

Siyo Nigada,

We are excited to announce that New Kituwah Elementary is going to begin
accepting students again for in person instruction on Monday, January 11, 2021!
Please know that we are going to be on a modified schedule. This schedule will
consist of in person instruction three days per week (Monday- Wednesday) and
one remote instruction day (Thursday). We are taking extensive safety and
sanitation measure to protect students and staff during our return to school. In
this packet of information, you will find the following documents:

NKA- Elementary remote attendance policy. This policy was approved on
December 2, 2020 and outlines how student attendance will be taken during
remote instruction. This policy is effective immediately.

An additional copy of our COVID attendance policy approved before the start
of the 20-21 school year. This policy is based on current CDC guidelines.
What to expect this school year. This document outlines what to expect for
your child this school year. It includes safety measures, pick-up and drop off
procedures and changes for your child during his/her school day.

How to safely wear and take off a cloth face covering.

A COVID screening form and screening flow chart that we will be using, as
recommended by the CDC.

We look forward to seeing all our student back and ready to learn! Please
remember that we are happy to answer any questions that you may have.

OoAdJ

Crystal Carpenter
Principal , New Kituwah Academy Elementary
828-359-6410

cryscarp@nc-cherokee.com
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Attendance Status:

1. On-site Instruction Days
a. To be counted present during on-site instruction days, a student
must be in attendance at least one-half of the student school day.
This shall include attendance at official school activities at a place
other than school with the approval of the principal.
b. As student must be in his/her assigned area at the beginning of the
school day and the beginning of each class otherwise the student will

be recorded as tardy.

2. Remote Instruction Days:

To be counted present during remote instruction days, either of the
following two statements must be true:

a. Student completes the student’s daily assignments, whether online
or offline; and/or a student is present in synchronous live, real-time
instruction.

b. Student has a daily check-in or a two-way communication in a
manner acceptable to the school with the student’s
homeroom/grade level teacher or a school representative to discuss
student progress, academics, grade level instruction and/or
assignments.

3. Astudent’s failure to log into a particular online program or lesson on a
given remote instruction day shall not be grounds to mark the student
absent for the day so long as the student meets one of the other
attendance requirements described hereinabove. A teacher may
subsequently change a student’s attendance status from absent to present
based on evidence of student engagement submitted within one week (7
calendar days) of the date the assignment became available. Please note
that our current attendance policy will apply to this remote working policy
as well. Below is our current, board approved, attendance policy.
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ATTENDANCE POLICY

A. Students are expected to attend school daily, Monday through Friday (excluding
holidays, weekends, and other days NKA is deemed closed). Classroom
instruction begins at 8:00 a.m. The parent/guardian has the legal responsibility to
ensure that a child attends school regularly. Time spent on learning in the
classroom cannot be replaced. Once enrolled in NKA, the attendance policies
shall be enforced for grades K-6.

Regular attendance by each student is mandatory. When a student is absent from
school, a written excuse signed by the parent/guardian or doctor should be
presented to the Classroom Teacher within three (3) days of the student returning
to school for re-admission to classes. If no note is presented to the Teacher, an
unexcused absence is marked. A parent/guardian or valid doctor’s/dentist’s/legal
note must be presented to the Classroom Teacher within three (3) school days of
the student’s return. Upon receipt of the written excuse, the teacher shall mark
the absence as excused.

Excused Absences:

1. Illness:
e Student must present a doctor’s note after two consecutive days of
absence.

e For a prolonged or ongoing diagnosed illness or injury the parent/guardian
must provide medical documentation to the Principal. This diagnosis may
require NKA to implement a 504 plan for the student. It shall be the
responsibility of the student and/or the parent/guardian to arrange for
making up work.

2. Students sent home by the Principal.

3. Medical or dental appointments. Students must submit appropriate
information to the teacher.

4. Subpoena from the court system as a witness or victim. Student must submit
the proper documentation to the teacher upon returning to school.

5. Death in the immediate family: father, mother, legal guardian, grandparents,
aunt, or uncle. Prior approval from the Principal may be granted for
extenuating circumstances.

6. Religious observance.

7. Educational events off campus with prior approval from NKA Principal.

8. Any other circumstance may be recognized as an excused absence at the

discretion of the NKA Principal.

B. NKA students may not miss more than fifteen (15) days per school year.
o After 10 total absences (excused or unexcused), a doctor’s note is
required for the absence to be considered excused.
e No more than 10 school days per year will be considered excused by
a parent note presented to school.
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e Parent or doctor’s notes must be submitted to your child’s
homeroom teacher who will code the absence.

e Parent phone calls to the office explaining an absence will not be
enough to excuse the absence. A note must be sent to your child’s
homeroom teacher.

1. When a student reaches 8 total absences (excused or unexcused) a letter will
be sent to the parent/guardian with a copy of our current attendance policy.

2. When a student reaches 10 total absences (excused or unexcused) the parent
or guardian will receive a phone call from the principal regarding the student
absences. We will work with the parent/guardian to determine the reason for
the absences and problem solve a way for the student to be at school
consistently and in a timely manner.

3. When the student reaches 12 total absences (excused or unexcused) the
parent/guardian will receive a phone call to schedule a conference with the
principal and possibly a truancy officer. We will work to create an attendance
plan to improve student attendance.

4. When the student reaches 15 total absences a home visit will be conducted by
a truancy officer, social worker and/or counselor. There will be a referral to
juvenile services or to the District Attorney.

C. Staff must document early departure in the attendance office for students

participating in extra-curricular activities. Staff in charge of trips requiring early
departure from school shall be required to turn in a list of all students participating
on any given day prior to leaving campus.

. A student may be checked out only by his/her parent/guardian or the approved

emergency contact. Emergency situations will be dealt with on a case-by-case
basis by the Principal.

. Make-Up Work. The student and/or parent/guardian must arrange with the

Teacher for make-up work. Upon returning to school, the student will be given
one week (7 calendar days) to complete and return assignments to Teachers. In
case of extenuating circumstances, arrangements may be made by the Teacher

and/or Principal.

We appreciate the interest and concern of parents who come to get their child’s
schoolwork when they are sick. All work is available after 3:15 p.m. the day the
student is absent. Students who are absent from school (excused or unexcused)
are required to make up the work he/she has missed.

Updated Promotion/ Retention Policy:

Remote working/students:

K-6:
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Students must have a passing yearly average, grade level equivalent score on end
of year assessments and/or meet the NKA attendance standard to be eligible for
promotion.



Monday, July 13, 2020

Dear Parents and Staff,

We are currently experiencing unprecedented circumstances due to the COVID19
pandemic. Please know that we will adhere to all social distancing guidelines and
all guidelines for student attendance published by the CDC. Below is modified
attendance policies for the current (2020-2021) school year.

If a child has been diagnosed with COVID-19 but does not have symptomes,
they should remain out of school until 10 days have passed since the date
of their first positive COVID-19 diagnostic test, assuming they have not
subsequently developed symptoms since their positive test.
If a child has been determined to have been in close contact with someone
diagnosed with COVID-19, they should remain out of school for 14 days
since the last know contact, unless they test positive. In which case, criteria
above would apply. They must complete the full 14 days of quarantine
even if they test negative.
A child can return to school, following normal school policies, if they receive
confirmation of an alternative diagnosis from a health care provider that
would explain the COVID-19 like symptom(s), once there is no fever
without the use of fever -reducing medications and they have felt well for
24 hours.
A screening for every person entering the building, each day, will be
conducted. Students that meet any of the following criteria cannot attend
school:
o Close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19
o A diagnosis of COVID-19
o At least one of the following symptoms:
= Fever
= Chills
= Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing
= New cough
= New loss of taste or smell
Documentation is required from a medical professional if students have:
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o Beenissued an isolation order or advised to quarantine by a public
health representative or health care provider

o Confirmation of an alternative diagnosis from a health care provider
that would explain the COVID-19 like symptom(s)

e Student will be screened, on a daily basis, when entering the school
building and when entering any school transportation. Students will also
be expected to comply with all social distancing and hygiene (hand
washing, hand sanitizer) expectations. If a student refuses to comply with
current guidelines and/or have multiple infractions of noncompliance they
may be at risk of expulsion.

During these trying times it is imperative that we maintain open and consistent
communication between New Kituwah Elementary, parents, staff and students.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions and | will commit to maintain
up-to-date communication.

Sgi,

OAdJ

Crystal Carpenter

Principal , New Kituwah Academy Elementary
828-359-6410

cryscarp@nc-cherokee.com




What to Expect This School Year

New Kituwah Academy

Siyo Nigada,

Below are some changes in procedures and policies that New Kituwah Elementary will be
implementing for the upcoming school year. Please know that we are working diligently to
ensure the health and safety of all students as staff, as well as maintaining the highest level of
linguistic and educational engagement possible. Below are some changes for the upcoming

school year.

Student Drop off Procedures:

Students will have a temperature screening upon entering the building. Parents will be
given a questionnaire in their car, while the students are having their temperatrue
screening. Parents will not be permitted to leave campus until their child passes the
temperature screening. If a child does not pass the temperature screening, they will be
permitted to wait in their vehicle for 5 minutes and be rescreened. Then they may
remain at the school upon passing their temperature screening. If they do not pass their
temperature screening they will exit the building and leave campus with their parent.
A screening for every person entering the building, each day, will be conducted.
Students that meet any of the following criteria cannot attend school:
o Close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19
o A diagnosis of COVID-19
o At least one of the following symptoms:
= Fever (temperature of 100 or higher)
= Chills
= Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing
= New cough
= New loss of taste or smell
After an acceptable screening result, students will be directed to their classroom.
They will receive their breakfast, that has been prepackaged for them, their utensils and
drink when they enter the classroom.

During the School Day:

All persons on school grounds, always are required to wear a face covering. The entirety
of an individual’s mouth and nose must be covered. This includes elementary students,
staff, and visitors.

We will provide social distancing floor/seating markings in waiting and reception areas.
We will mark 6 feet spacing to remind students and staff to always stay 6 feet apart in
the hallways, classrooms and at any transition times.



e K-2 students will be provided with desk shields when sitting at shared tables. No more
than 2 students per table.

e 3-6 students will be provided with individual desks, that face the same direction and/or
desk shields when sitting at shared tables. No more than 2 students per table.

e Students and staff are not permitted to congregate in large groups.

e We will provide markings on the floors of restrooms to indicate proper social distancing.

e Non-essential visitors will not be permitted in the building. Parent/teacher meetings
will be conducted via phone or virtually.

e Activities involving external groups or organizations will not be permitted.

e No field trips outside of school grounds to public spaces will be permitted.

e Main entrance doors/all doors will be locked at all times.

e All food, breakfast, lunch, and snack will be packaged and served directly to students.

e Reminders for face coverings, hand washing, and social distancing will be posted
throughout the building.

e Disposable face coverings will be provided for staff, visitors, or students in the event
that they have forgotten their cloth face covering.

e We will provide adequate supplies, time, and routines to support healthy hygiene
behaviors (soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels and tissues) at all building entrances, exits,
the cafeteria and in every classroom.

e We will incorporate frequent handwashing and sanitation breaks into classroom
routines.

e We will frequently clean and sanitize high traffic areas.

e We will reinforce handwashing/sanitizing during key times such as: before, during and
after preparing food; before eating food; after using the toilet; after blowing your nose;
coughing or sneezing; after touching objects with bare hands which have been handled
by others.

e We will ensure that we frequently check and refill hand sanitizer.

e We will keep students’ personal items separate and in individually labeled cubbies,
containers or lockers. Each student will also keep individual school supplies separate in
their own desk, individual pouch and/or labeled pencil box. Students will not be using
shared school supplies.

e We will avoid the use of soft or other items that cannot be easily cleaned and
disinfected.

e Student dismissal:

The Youth Center will be accepting students that are already enrolled and currently
attending. These students will be transported by bus to the Youth Center. All other



students must be picked up at the front entrance of the school. We will be dismissing
students at 3:00. All students must be picked up by 3:15

When picking up your child, you will come to the front of the building to the student
drop off area. There will be staff there with radios.

Simply place the card with your child’s name in the front dash of your vehicle. A staff
member will radio inside the building for your child and they will be sent to your car.
If students are being picked up, they will remain in their classrooms until their parent
has arrived to dismiss them.

Other Things to be Aware of:

We will operate on the Tribal schedule. Students will be attending school Monday-
Wednesday and doing remote activities on Thursday. Please note that these remote
activities are required.

We are currently operating on a 4-day work week through the tribal schedule. If we
transition to a 5-day work week, we could adapt our schedule to have four student days
and one remote learning day.

If at any point, we are unable to maintain social distancing guideline we will be forced to
recommend a temporary school closure.

If at any point the tribe closes, or we deem it unsafe for students to continue to attend
school we will transition to remote learning entirely.

In this instance, remote learning will be required, and students will be graded and
assessed on their performance and participation.

All students will be in a self-contained classroom to limit their interaction with multiple
adults.

Please begin talking with your child about these changes. Please discuss the
importance of wearing a mask and begin practicing at home.

We encourage your questions and comments to ensure that we maintain open and
consistent communication throughout these unprecedented times. Please always feel
free to call my office at 828-359-6410. Again thank you for your patience and support in

this matter.
Sgi,

OoAdJ
Crystal Carpenter

Principal , New Kituwah Academy Elementary

828-359-6410 cryscarp@nc-cherokee.com



How to Safely Wear and Take Off a Cloth Face Covering

Accessible: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy- cloth-face-coverings.html

WEAR YOUR FACE COVERING CORRECTLY

+ Wash your hands before putting on your face covering
« Putit over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin
« Try tofitit snugly against the sides of your face
- Make sure you can breathe easily

- Do not place a mask on a child younger than 2

USE THE FACE COVERING TO HELP PROTECT OTHERS

» Wear cloth face coverings in public settings and when around people
who don't live in your household, espedially when other social
distancing measures are difficult to maintain

- Don't put the covering around your neck or up on your forehead

+ Don't touch the face covering, and, if you do, clean your hands

FOLLOW EVERYDAY HEALTH HABITS

« Stay at least 6 feet away from others

- Avoid contact with people who are sick

» Wash your hands often, with soap and water, for at least
20 seconds each time

- Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available

ESEREXZI00
PHARMACY o

TAKE OFF YOUR CLOTH FACE COVERING CAREFULLY,
WHEN YOU'RE HOME

+ Untie the strings behind your head or stretch the ear loops
= Handle only by the ear loops or ties

- Fold outside corners together

» Place covering in the washing machine

« Wash your hands with soap and water

Cloth face coverings are not surgical masks or N-95 respirators, both of which should be saved for
health care workers and other medical first responders.

Forinstructions on making |~ ¢ *
a cloth face covering, see:

(52164884 0770672020




[OM SCREENING:

IK-12 SCHOOLS SYMP-

Chilcd’s First Name: Child's Last Name:

Parent/Guardian First Name: Parent/Guardian Last Name:

1. Has your child had close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes) in the last 14 days with someone
diagnosed with COVID-19, or has any health department or health care provider been in contact with you
and advised you to quarantine?

O Yes > The child should not be at
hadl class

[0 No > Thea child can be z

1ol The child can raturn 14 days after the last time he or she
WA

contact with som=on2 with COVID-19, or as listad he

school if the child is not experiencing symptoms.

2, Does your child have any of these symptoms?
O Fever
O chills
[0 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
O New cough

[0 New loss of taste or smell

3. Since they were last at school, has your child been diagnoesed with COVID-19?
O Yes
O No

psed with COVID-19 b

nas hac sympteo

at home until they mest the criteria balow.

A child can return to school when a family member can ensura that they can answer YES to ALL threes quastions:
[0 Has it been at least 10 days since the child first had symptoms?
[0 Has it been at least 24 horas since the child had a fever (without using fever reducing medicine)?

[ Has there been symptom improvement, inclucling cough and shortnass of breath?

If a child has had a negative COVID-19 test, they can return to school once there is no fever without the use
of fever-reducing madicines ancl they have felt well for 24 hours.

If a child has been diagnosed with COVID-19 but does not have symptoms, they should remain out of school
until 10 days have passed since the date of their first positive COVID-19 diagnostic test, assuming they have
not subsequently developed symptoms since their positive test.

If a child has been determined to have been in close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19, they
should remain out of school for 14 days since the last known contact, unless they test positive. In which case,
criteria above would apply. They must complete the full 14 days of quarantine even if they test negative.

| attest that the following information is true to the bast of my knowladge as of:

/ / s ; AM PM Signature:

AT 227 VEAR HHIE ples

StrongSchoolsNC: Public Health Toolkit (K-12) Internm Guidance « Published June 8. 2020; Updated Naovember 5, 2020 19



1z GZOC 'S 42qQWIaA0N paiepdn) (QZOZ '8 RUNT PAYsANd - S2UBPIND WIIRIU| (Z1-3) 1001 LIEIH 31|gnd :DNS|00YI5HEUCHS

St

[nom jeyi
SISoUBbRID 23221 8l Jo soynads ayl j1eiap o] painbal
Jou st aapiacdd aded (jleay 8L "SINOY =7 104 {[2Mm 194
aney 1 pUR SBUPILU SUDNpal-1aAal 1o asn oyl
1NOYIIA 18Aa) OU S 318y] 22u0 ‘53101jod |ooyds [Ruiou
BuiMmoliod 'locyas 01 winjad ued '‘papaau Bussl GL-AIAOD
saullLIBlap J8piactd a1 yjjesey ayj pue !
2D Ljjeay & wol s|souelp ajeudalje ue aaledal Asy 4

SINOY 7 404 {l2m 1|84 2Ay Asyl dNY (SUIDIpaw
PS4 J8A2Y O S50 BT INSYM) SINOLY +Z 40 J8nd) ou

S2|CW/ HDd aaneGau )

| SLWUOK| 1358) GI-AIAOD 4

NOY 7 40J [|8M 124 ency Asyl gy (eunipew B EIRENEH
40 25N BYL JNOLIM) SINOY T 10 JS8Aa) OU 1583 JQ|ND2|oW/HDd

anljehbau dn-mojio) Iun swol) 1sa) UaBiae pides sanebau

BuipnDul 3uswaaaldl WoldiwAs gy (BUIsIpaw
BUIZNPad 4aaa) JO 85N Z 10J 18nay
31557 Usaqg

Sl-AIAOD AILSOC Pauuu0d |y

+=+WOLdWAS L
1svat v

Aepoz jooyss 031 of Jouuen

saN)I08) (005 WOt 3(doad JO UOISN[DXSB-12A0 PIDAE O] JSPI0
Ul SLLOTAWAS A1eu0isn(oxa paunbal 5103|ia 2121 PaIs)| SWoldWAS §l-AIAQD JO 195 MOLIBU al0wW au] .,

‘Ppouad aNoy-{E € 130 3AIR|INWND
SI0UL IO 53INUIL G| 40J GL-QIADD HIIM PaSOUBERIP BUCALWIOS JO 1225 8 UIYIIM BUIBq ©) S18/24 2Insodxy |

QD aamsod

. 0l &

Aepo3 jooyds 03 0b Jouues Aepoy jooyoss o1 of Jouue)

|
|
| [
i |
i I

SWOLAWAS ON |

‘SISONDVIQ SWOLJWAS ON
. .‘34NSOdX3 TGRS Ok Poannig

SOVId ON

(213 61-QIAGD JO 58580 PaUWIUDT 10 2ARdWNSaldg Paidadsns 10] aping soUsiajay ay] malAsl ‘[suuosiad |ooYDs 0} SUOIIDNIISUI C835-AC-Clals 40

1eyD MO|4 bulusaldS|e




